
 

MENU 

 

JAMES BEARD HOUSE 

February 25th, 2008 
 

REFLECTIONS ON THE GILDED AGE 

Under the tutelage of Executive Chef Michael Glatz, the Delmonico Room at  

the Hotel Fauchère in Milford Pennsylvania re-interprets culinary classics from America’s  

Gilded Age.  Many of these dishes originate from Delmonico’s Restaurant  

in Manhattan during the late 1800’s where Louis Fauchère acted as  

chef and creator and from the Hotel Fauchère which he founded in 1852. 

 

 

RECEPTION HORS D’OEUVRE 
Blanc de Noirs, Schramsberg, 2004 Napa, California 

Hamburger Sandwich 

Eggs Benedict 

Oysters Rockefeller 

Bar Louis Sushi Pizza, a new signature 

 

 

FOIE GRAS CRÈME BRULÉE 
Gewürztraminer, Gundlach Bundschu, Rhinefarm Vineyard, 2006, Sonoma, California 

 

 

LOBSTER NEWBERG 
Chardonnay, Beringer, “Sbragia Limited Release,” 2004 Napa, California 

 

 

CHICKEN MARENGO 
Clos de Couchereaux, Louis Jadot, 2004 Beaune, France 

 

 

DELMONICO STEAK & POTATOES 
SAUCE BORDELAISE 

Cabernet Sauvignon, Angove’s Vintners Select “Coonamarra,” 2005 Coonawarra, Australia 

 

 

BAKED ALASKA 
Chardonnay, Bouchaine, “Bouche d’Or,” 2006 Carneros, California 

 



REFLECTIONS ON THE GILDED AGE 
the story behind the James Beard Dinner by Executive Chef Michael Glatz 

 

The “Gilded Age” refers to major growth in population in the U.S. and displays of wealth and 

excessive opulence of America's upper-class during the post-Civil war era, from the 1870s to 1900. 

The wealth polarization derived from industrial and population expansion.  

 

This evening’s dinner is meant to emulate a dinner party in the style of Chef Louis Fauchere.  The 

wines I have chosen for this evening are based on wineries that were producing in the late 1800’s and 

conceivably would have created wine for Chef Fauchere’s dinner as they have ours this evening. 

 

Delmonico’s Restaurant of the late 1800’s, the first restaurant in the United States, sparked the birth of 

great American Classics such as Eggs Benedict, the concept of eating the Hamburger as a sandwich 

and Oysters Rockefeller.   

 

As Louis Fauchere was considered a creative cutting-edge chef in his day introducing his clients to his 

new creations – Sushi Pizza is mine to introduce! 

 

Chef Fauchere loved to create and surprise the palates of his guests.  I hope to surprise you with this 

modern day version of these two great classics: Foie Gras and Crème Brûlée by marrying them as one. 

 

Perhaps the most famous of all is Lobster Newberg, a dish originally brought to Delmonico’s by 

Captain Charles Wenberg, a Caribbean fruit merchant.  My re-interpretation of this dish is based on my 

decade in the Caribbean, and how I believe the original dish first tasted by Captain Wenberg whilst on 

his tropical ventures: Grilled Lobster in a sauce based of Barrel-aged Rum. 

 

Why Chicken Marengo?  When Napoleon won the Battle of Marengo in 1800, he asked his chef to 

prepare a meal.  Scouts returned to the battlefield with chickens, oil, tomatoes, garlic and crayfish. 

Upon Louis Fauchere’s death, his wife Madame Rosalie Perrochet Fauchere requested this dish to 

never be prepared in the Hotel Fauchere again as she felt no one could ever make it as good as her 

husband.  My own superstitions will prevent this dish from ever being served at the Hotel Fauchere!  

But – I will use this opportunity at the James Beard House to honor Louis Fauchere with a Chicken 

Marengo dish even Mrs. Fauchere would have been proud of!  Incidentally, Napoleon was fond of 

Burgundy. 

 

The term “Delmonico Steak” referred to the best cut of meat available in the market that week and was 

the most popular item on the original Delmonico’s menu.  I find the best cut available today to be a 

dry-aged, Angus ribeye.  Delmonico Potatoes consist of layers of cream and Vermont cheddar cheese.  

The veal marrow bone finishes this dish as a modern-day Bordelaise. 

 

A dessert with far-reaching roots, a broad pedigree, and varying presentations, was made famous when 

Delmonico’s presented it at a dinner welcoming Alaska as the 49
th

 State into the Union.  Baked Alaska 

was born.  Pastry Chef Mark Edmonds creates a modern classic with vanilla bean meringue, bisquit 

joconde and seasonal gelato.  All using the finest organic and local products. 

 
Hotel Fauchère • 401 Broad Street • Milford, PA 18337 • 570.409.1212 
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